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Symphony No 2 in one movement
Robert Casteels

X Commissioned by the Singapore Arts Festival 2006

X4 Duration: 23’ 20” [24° with organ cadenza]

<> Full score in C page 1

X Piano reduction (for reference only) page 113

<> Organ cadenza (after figure 44 in full score) page 132

<> Instrumentation: 70 musicians and 70 voices

Part

number | Instrumentation Remarks

1 Flute 1 + piccolo Piccolo sounds one octave lower than
notated

2 Flute 2 + piccolo Piccolo sounds one octave lower than
notated

3 Flute 3 + piccolo Piccolo sounds one octave lower than
notated

4 Flute 4 + piccolo Piccolo sounds one octave lower than
notated

5 Flute 5 + alto flute in G

6a Flute 6 + bass flute Bass flute part sounds one octave lower

than notated/ in full score, bass flute
sounds where notated

6b Flute 6 + alto flute in G (if bass flute is not available)
7 Oboe 1

8 Oboe 2

9 E® Piccolo clarinet
10 B® Clarinet I,1

11 B® Clarinet 1,2

12 B® Clarinet 1,3

13 B® Clarinet I, 1

14 B® Clarinet II,2

15 B® Clarinet II,3

16 B® Clarinet I1,4

17 B® Clarinet II1, 1

18 B® Clarinet I11,2
19 B® Clarinet I11,3
20 E® Alto clarinet

21 B’ Bass clarinet one octave lower than notated




22 E® Contralto clarinet (EE® Contralto) + | one octave lower than notated/
BB Contrabass clarinet part in treble clef
23 Bassoon 1
24 Bassoon 2
25 B® Soprano Saxophone in full score, sounds where notated
26 E" Alto Saxophone in full score, sounds where notated
27 B® Tenor Saxophone in full score, sounds where notated
28 E® Baritone Saxophone (also + on alto) | in full score, sounds where notated
29 B® Trumpet 1 (+ straight and cup
mutes)
30 B® Trumpet 2 (+ straight mute)
31 B® Trumpet 3 (+ straight and harmon
mutes)
32 B® Trumpet 4 (+ straight mute)
33 B® Trumpet 5 (+ straight mute)
34 Horn 1 in F
35 Horn 2 in F
36 Horn 3 in F
37 Horn 4 in F
38a Euphonium 1 Part in bass clef
38b Euphonium 1 Part in treble clef, sounding 1 octave
lower than notated
39a Euphonium 2 Part in bass clef
39b Euphonium 2 Part in treble clef, sounding 1 octave
lower than notated
40a Euphonium 3 Part in bass clef
40b Euphonium 3 Part in treble clef, sounding 1 octave
lower than notated
41 Tenor trombone 1
(+ straight and cup mutes)
42 Tenor trombone 2
(+ straight and cup mutes)
43 Tenor trombone 3 (+ straight mute)
44 Tenor trombone 4
(+ straight and cup mutes)
45a 6 tubas
45b Tubas 1, 2
45¢ Tubas 3, 4
45d Tubas 5, 6
46a Chorus [10 Soprani I, 10 Soprani I, (without piano reduction)

10 Alti I, 10 Alti II, 10 Tenor I, 10
Tenor II, 10 Baritone]




46b

Chorus (with piano reduction for
rehearsals only)

(with German version)

47 All percussion
48 Percussion 1: high claves, tenor drum,
43 cm pair of cymbals, (with silent
metronome set at * = 135)
49 Percussion 2: middle claves, field
drum, 45 cm pair of cymbals (with
silent metronome set at * = 95)
50 Percussion 3: low claves, gong drum,
51 cm pair of cymbals, 5 timpani (with
silent metronome set at * = 70)
51 Percussion 4: 3 snare drums (piccolo,
medium and deep) and one triangle
52 Percussion 5: crotales, glockenspiel Glockenspiel sounds 2 octaves higher
and xylophone than notated
Xylophone sounds 1 octave higher than
notated
53 Percussion 6: vibraphone + medium
suspended cymbal
54 Percussion 7: marimba + low
suspended cymbal
55a Yan qin
55b Yan qin With Chinese number notation (1 = C)
56 Acoustic guitar
57 Electric guitar
58a Pipa
58b Pipa With Chinese number notation (1 = C)
59 Harp
60 Piano + harpsichord (one player)
61 Organ cum claves cadenza
62 1 Violin 1
63 1 Violin 2
64 1 Viola
65 1 Cello 1
66 1 Cello 2
67 1 Contrabass Octave lower than notated
68 Piano reduction (not for performance)
69 Piano reduction with analysis (not for performance)

70

Final full score
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Notes

- Discrete amplification of strings is left to the judgment of the performers;

- The organ registration is generic and left to the discretion of the performer and the
possibilities of the instrument;

- It is recommended to seat euphoniums with horns, away from trumpets and
trombones;

- Three different symbols of fermata do indicate rests of different length;

- The symphony comes in 2 versions; the second comprises a cadenza for organ and
claves to be inserted at second bar of rehearsal figure 44.

Choir text in English

“Here are only numbers ratified/ a to the power of n plus b to the power of n is NEVER
equal to c to the power of n where n is bigger than TWO, where a b ¢ are positive
integers/ Furry, Fury/ Vivat Fermat/ Eusebius und Florestan/ Vivat Boma/ Seventy times
seven bars falls now/ Here is number seven ratified/ Oma, Opa/ MGA”

German version of choir text (with double meaning of “haarig”)

“Hier zdhlen nur Zahlen/ a hoch n plus b hoch n ist NIEMALS gleich ¢ hoch of n
wenn n grosser ist als zwei, und a, b und ¢ ganze Zahlen sind/ Haarig, haarig/ Vivat
Fermat/ Eusebius und Florestan/ Vivat Boma/ Siebzig mal sieben Takte kommen nun/
Hier ist Nummer sieben ausgewdhlt/ Oma, Opa/ MGA”

Reference to 7 mathematicians:

- Pythagoras of Samos [569 BC — 475 BCJ;

- Diophantus of Alexandria [200 — 284] developed Pythagoras’ theory on prime
numbers;

- 1’ Abbé Pierre de Fermat [1601 — 1665] read the ‘Arithmetique’ by Diophantus which
was published again around 1621. In his last papers, De Fermat left a side note
indicating that, quote “he discovered an admirable prove of this proposition, too
small to be contained in this margin”;

- Leonhard Euler [1707 — 1783], brilliant Swiss mathematician, professor in St
Petersburg at the time of Empress Catherine of Russia, attempted to solve Fermat’s
last theorem,;

- Joseph-Louis Lagrange [1736 — 1813] and Bernhard Riemann [1826 — 1866]
attempted to solve Fermat’s last theorem;

- Andrew John Wiles [1953 — ], Chair Department of Mathematics of Princeton
University solved Fermat’s last theorem.
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Programme notes

Robert Casteels” Symphony No. 2 is in one movement of 24 minutes. Its unitary form
was sculpted as its content was being developed, rather than being governed by any
preconceived plan of an overall structure. The acoustical possibilities of each instrument
dictated the choice of the diverse instrumentation. The 70-strong orchestra includes:
choir, organ, piano, bowed strings, plucked strings (harp, harpsichord, pipa, yangqin,
electric and acoustic guitars), complete clarinet family (from piccolo to contralto and
contrabass clarinets), complete flute family (from 4 piccolos to alto and bass flute), and
ensemble of tubas.

Robert drew his inspiration for Symphony No. 2 partly from a fascination with
numbers and partly from 2 European songs. He does not adhere to the common belief
that numbers and pleasure are antithetical; in fact, to him, numbers contain endless
possibilities for inspiration, metamorphoses and dreams. In times when obsession with
immediate financial gratification seems to be prevalent, Robert admires scientists and
mathematicians who dedicate their entire life to research that benefits future generations,
as well as societies that enable this research to take place.

In this Symphony No. 2, the number 7 takes on a seminal significance. This mathematical
framework contrasts with dreamy reminiscences of an art song and the refreshing contrast
of a humorous ditty. At first the sung text refers to 7 mathematicians all associated with
solving the same enigma. Thereafter, the choir alternates between the teasing “fury furry”
and Pierre de Fermat’s last theorem that was recently elucidated by Andrew Wiles.

Symphony No. 2 was commissioned by and for the Singapore Arts Festival 2006.
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[Oboe, soprano Sax and bowed Strings: solo espress. legato]
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[(in full score, bass Flute is notated loco)]
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Wood winds and Sax until 59:
- accents = sempre sostenuto
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- other pitches = sempre staccato
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When played at correct tempo,
horns will have completed
their independent phrase

by the third beat of this bar

S 2 full
score
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Piccolo Flutes 1. 2. 3. 4. (till end)
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SYMPHONY No 2

Robert Casteels
[2005 - 2006]

Piano reduction

(part 68)
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Symphony no 2: Organ cum claves cadenza

Furioso J = 142 (=43")

Robert Casteels

This unconducted cadenza starts on the downbeat of the 2nd bar of rehearsal number 44 on page 74;
Parts of percussion 1, 2 and 3 include the organ part;
Accidentals affect only those notes which they immediately precede;

M, Mand Avefer to fermata of respectively decreasing length.
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(Organ cum claves cadenza)
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(Organ cum claves cadenza)
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After this last chord, conductor
starts 3rd bar
of rehearsal figure 44 page 74
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Other works by Robert Casteels

* Ludus Tonalis (1995) (987”)
for 4 flutes, 2 oboes, English horn, 11 clarinets, alto clarinet, 2 bass clarinet, 5 saxophones,
3 cornets, 3 trumpets, 4 horns, 6 trombones, 2 tubas, 4 euphoniums, 6 recorders, 6 voices,
13 percussionists
*  Warum ist das Licht (1996) (9°)
for solo soprano, organ and wind instruments
* Qie Yu (2001) (26°)
for Chinese orchestra and gamelan orchestra, western brass, percussion ensemble and
speaking choir
* Hui Rao (2001) (8°)
Celebratory spatial Fanfare for 16 horns and Chinese percussion instruments
* L’ (autre) fille aux cheveux de Bali (2002) (4°10”)
for Chinese string trio, vibraphone and an ensemble of Solonese, Balinese and Burmese
metallophones
* Sonata Profana (2002) (25°)
for triple orchestra and Balinese gangsa with 3 simultaneous conductors
* Elegy to the men you don’t meet ev’ryday (2002) (15”)
for Chinese symphony orchestra, Balinese gangsa, trombone chorus and quinton
*  Whisper in the night (March 2003) (8°01”)
A
R
for solo percussion and strings
» Spirit of Wood (2003) (5°34”)
for percussion quartet and tape
» Shadow Catcher (2003) (6”)
for double chorus a cappella and rapper
* A day in the life of a Garden (2003) (7°35”)
for solo multiple percussionist, pianist and pre-recorded sounds
» Kreisleriana (2004) (10°)
Concert paraphrase for soli violins and orchestra on Fritz Kreisler’s “Praeludium and
allegro”
» Centennial Symphony (2005) (35°)
large Western symphony orchestra (3343-6441-9 perc.-organ-harp), gamelan, tabla,
Chinese strings and pre-recorded tape
* Symphony no. 3 (2006) (13°)
for Chinese symphony orchestra
* Sound Journey (2006) (11°25”)
for percussion trio on listening pavilion
* A line runs away (2006) (4°)
trio for kayagiim, viola and mime



