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Alaska’s Aleutian islands are like a string of pearls in the Bering sea, tenuously joining continents. At the
western end of the Aleutians is Semisopochnoi, a tiny island, uninhabited, rarely visited, and over 250 km
from the nearest cell phone coverage. Shaped over the aecons by volcanic activity and forces of erosion,
Semisopochnoi’s seemingly barren landscape is home to millions of birds and a few arctic foxes. As
environmental anarchist Edward Abbey noted “Wilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of the human
spirit”. We all need a Semisopochnoi to escape to, if only in our minds.

Semisopochnoi was commissioned by NUS Centre For the Arts. The premiere took place in Singapore
(Conservatory Concert Hall of the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music) on March 16-2014, with Gerry
Beauregard as soloist. The second performance took place in Japan (Niibori Academy, Fujisawa) on May
23-2014, with Sumito Kaneko as soloist.

Duration: 16’30

Notation convention in this full score: the solo electric guitar and primes sound a octave lower than
written; alti sound a perfect fifth higher; basses sound a perfect eleventh lower; contrabasses and
guitarrons a perfect fifteenth lower; the reduction of the guitar orchestra for the conductor’s reference
is notated at concert pitch. Double bar lines indicate a change in tempo. All the unnumbered bars with
dashed barlines are not conducted and are subsumed in the parts into a single bar rest with fermata.

The solo electric guitar, the electro-acoustic sounds and the orchestra should be carefully balanced. The
electronic component can be downloaded at: < https://soundcloud.com/petekellock/sets/semisopochnoi-
concert-version >. The electronic music is provided in 5 “Chunks” which are to be triggered manually
as indicated in the score. Each chunk (notated in the score by a wavy line) plays to the end and stops
automatically. Suitable software for triggering the chunks (used in the first performance) is the Play on
Cue app for Apple iPad by Giebler Enterprises.
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110

in the manner of mischievous blue foxes gamboling on Semisopochnoi, but with a hint of Fafnerian ponderosity
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Back in the fast tempo of bar 54
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[9.9. conduct crescendi and decrescendi with the electro-acoustic music

—  pp subito, cresc. and decr. following conductor
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inG |FD : : : : :
) ~ I | I I
# O 1 1 1 1
pp sub.} cresc. and decr. foIIowmg'conductor ! ! !
A2 #\y | | | | :
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= pp subito, cresc. and decr. following conductor
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I I I I 1
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© pp sub.,cresc. and decr. following €onductor I i :
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;)ll ~ I I I I 1
fo pp subito, cresc. and decr. following conductor
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Bs. # I I I I
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©a pp subito, cresc. and decr. following conductor
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Solo A ]
e. gtr. 'b'“v i
[ pre bend down with whar, Slowly release whar and slide up | glissandi on quadruple notes with maximum distortion
the third vulcano erupts @ 024"
~
b og
b b —
7,0 T . 1
y ﬁ% =18
[ o
N
E. m.. I
o
e
D Jff multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi
%S on frets 12 to 8 of the high E string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
s m
Alt. 1 Z i T T ! ! ! ! ! Z,
inG |9 ; = - — : — —
© Jff multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi,
on frets 9 to 5 of the B string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
) ~
Alt. 2 1A | | | | | | | | 7
inG '})"‘y =
JHf multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi,
1/2 of the primes 1 on the G string,
another 1/2 of the primes 1 on the D string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
) ~
L |4 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 7
in C %‘y 7
Jff multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi,
1/2 of the primes 2 on the A string,
another 1/2 of the primes 2 on the low E string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
o) m
Pr.2 A ! ! ! ! i i ! ! 7
inC e
Jff multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi,
1/3 of the basses on frets 1 to 5 of the low E string,
another 1/3 the basses on frets 4 to 9 of A string,
the remaining basses on frets § to 12 of D string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
o) m
Bs. A \ \ \ i i i i i y4 |
inG D : : : : : : : : - i
©J ﬁ' multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi,
1/3 of the cbs on frets 1 to 5 of the low E string,
another 1/3 the cbs on frets 4 to 9 of A string,
the remaining cbs on frets 8 to 12 of D string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
) ~
Cbs. JHA ! ! ! ! i i ! ! Z i
inC =¥ 1
Jff multiple, continuous, frenetic and forceful unsynchronized ascending glissandi,
until SOL sharp on the low E string,
slowing down during each gliss.
but always in crescendo
n m
_Gtr~ y \ \ \ } } i } } 4 |
inC \';)my I
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Alt. 2
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Solo sounding faraway, slow tempo, pp, = 16"
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» nding lik ion mark with a tinkle of vulpine adi
single unsynchronized slow ascending gliss
lasting 1 2 on beat 4 diminuendo al niente
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’\my & P &
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A J— 7oA
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y 4 - & & I & -
@ P P } P
D)
single unsynchronized slow ascending gliss
lasting 1 - on beat 3 diminuendo al niente
single unsynchronized slow ascending gliss
e — lasting 1 2 on beat 2 diminuendo al niente
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5 r P P P P P
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o 7 r ]
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% rS rS } rS rS rS
single unsynchronized slow descending gliss
lasting 1 - on beat 1 diminuendo al niente
single unsynchronized slow descending gliss
lasting 1 « on beat 2 diminuendo al niente
h - o T e T gl o i |
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single unsynchronized slow descending gliss.
lasting 1 2 on beat 3diminuendo al niente
single unsynchronized slow descending gliss.
lasting 1 2 on beat 4 diminuendo al niente
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