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Trovelogue

Uchronia opus 100B for tenor and orchestra
Music and text by Robert Casteels

Full Score



Duration: 17'

Instrumentation
2 flutes (flute 2 doubling with piccolo flute), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 1 bass clarinet and 2 bassoons
4 horns, 3 trumpets, 2 tenor trombones, 1 bass trombone and 1 tuba

Percussion: the parts can be distributed to 5 players as following:
#1: timpani and deep snare drum

#2: glockenspiel, tubular bells, tenor drum and bass drum

#3: xylophone, piccolo snare drum and claves

#4: marimba, finger cymbals, suspended cymbal and tam

#5: vibraphone, triangle and wooden wind chimes

harp, piano
violin 1, violin 2, viola, cello and bass

sitar, tabla, rebana, gambus Melayu, piano accordion, dizi, zhong ruan and er hu

Notation

The glockenspiel sounds 2 octaves higher than notated.
Piccolo flute, dizi and xylophone sound 1 octave higher than notated.
Contrabass and zhong ruan sound 1 octave lower than notated.

Programme notes

Travelogue is the imaginary narration of a Singaporean living on planet Mars who returns home in 2065 for a one-
day visit. He wanders and wonders. He keeps getting lost, both literally -because he has to ask for directions- and
emotionally -because he keeps getting confused and reacts with bittersweet irony. He truly wanders and wonders.
The narration crosses historical periods, from a distant pass through to the present and towards a projected future.
In 2014, a first version for voices and un-conducted instrumental ensemble catalogued as opus 100A was premiered
in the Esplanade Recital Hall. The audience laughed heartily at the numerous jokes. The Strait Times reviewer
summarized the composition as (quote) “a satirical look at a dystopian future when present policies are carried to
their logical conclusion”. Created in 2015 during a gala concert entitled “Singapore Sounds”, opus 100B refers
to the expanded version for conducted full orchestra that includes Indian, Chinese and Malay instruments. The
non-European instruments are not included to add some ethnic colour or aural flavour. The timbre of these ethnic
instruments is woven into the texture of the rest of the orchestra that consists of European instruments, just as
the various races of Singapore mingle harmoniously into a unique and rich social fabric. The deeper message of
Travelogue is two-fold: to cast a critical deprecating look on Singapore’s society and to reflect on man'’s relationship
with nature.

Linguistic references

Bar #20:  blur like sotong = to be completely lost (in Malay sotong = squid)
Bar #24;  jaga = awake, alert (Malay)

Bar #61:  jalan = to walk (Malay)

Bar #89:  chicken-feed = (Singapore English) a task easy to complete

Bar #91: | was paiseh one (Singapore English) = | was embarrassed (in Hokkien paiseh means embarrassed)
Bar #104: cheem = difficult, deep, beyond one's understanding (Mandarin)
Bar #134: chabot = to flee, to pull out (Malay)

Bar #138: no nid (Singlish) = unnecessary

Bar #141: most good (Singapore English) = best

Bar #149: already: the last syllable is stressed in Singlish pronunciation

Bar #186: alamak = for goodness sake (in Malay Alamak = Mother and God)
Bar #193:  pantang = superstitious (Malay)

Bar #194: choy = a Hokkien exclamation to ward off bad luck

Bar #197: bo chap = indifferent and not caring (Hokkien)

Bar #240: lepak = slow, weak and lazy (Malay)

Bar #252: most baddest worst = Singapore English

Bar #320: half past six (Singapore English) = shoddy, incompetent

Bar #321: lembek = soft and damp (Malay)

Bar #328: makan = to eat (Malay)

Bar #330: suaku = mountain tortoise, = simpleton (Hokkien)



Bar #379: heartlander (Singapore English) = ordinary Singaporean; cheapo (Singapore English) = a miser;
kaypoh = nosy, prying (Hokkien); selekeh = in a state of unkempt appearance (Malay); cannot make
it (Singapore English) = falling below expected standard; kena sai (Malay and Chinese) = to get into
trouble

Bar #381 tahan = to endure (Malay)
Bar #403: go fly kite (Singapore English) = leave me alone

Bar #437: balek = to go home (Malay); so sian = very tired and sleepy (Hokkien); can die (Singapore English) =
exclamation expressing great fatigue

Bar #438: potong jalan = to jump the queue (Malay)
Bar #472: property: the last syllable is stressed in Singlish pronunciation; malu = embarrassed (Malay)
Bar #557: sahbo = to sabotage (Singlish)

Toponymic references

Bar #29:  kelong = wooden house built on the sea

Bar #19, 86, 208, 229 and 410: the maps mentioned do exist

Bar #57 and 82: Cingapura and Sing(h)apura are toponymic variations

Bar #65:  the activity described is the meaning of Ponggol in Malay

Bar #69:  Siglap or Gelap means in Malay darkness that conceals

Bar #69:  kelapa means coconut in Malay

Bar #78:  the orang gallang tribe used to live in the Geylang area

Bar #90:  red hair bridge is the literal translation of Ang Mo Kio

Bar #94:  the orang biduanda kallang tribe used to live in the Kallang area

Bar #95:  Tampines is the name of a tall tree which grew in that area

Bar #105: veracious re Lavender with the exception of hydroponic

Bar #142: veracious; Kreta Ayer street means water cart road in Malay but is not at all situated near kampong
Padang Terbakar not Singapore Expo

Bar #156: veracious: Holland village named after Mr Holland used to have an open air cinema

Bar #161: Onan road was indeed a sandy lane

Bar #166, 183, 188, 204 and 206: veracious

Bar #170 to 171 and bar #487: the words sung are the authentic taglines of the Singapore Tourism Board in 1977

Bar #205: nipah refers to a palm tree growing in the mangroves.

Bar #243: Bukit Pasoh flower pot, Bukit Padre and Dickenson'’s Hill are various names for the same hill

Bar #246: ditto for Ann Siang Hill, Scott’s Hill and Gemmil’s Hill

Bar #249: veracious names of various plantations

Bar #267: buloh means bamboo

Bar #267: veracious

Bar #271 to 274 and bar #489: the words sung are the authentic taglines of the Singapore Tourism Board in 1986

Bar #328: Katong is indeed the name of an extinct species of sea turtle

Bar #330: Kusu means tortoise

Bar #331: jerung means voracious shark in Malay

Bar #376: Hbtel de I'Europe existed

Bar #414: orang laut are a tribe of sea gypsies

Bar #415: tong kang is a light wooden boat

Bar #439: Farrer Park and Seletar were indeed airports

Bar #455:  Pulau Blakang Mati is the Malay name of Sentosa

Bar #457sq: the meaning of Sentosa, Batu Belayar and Nassim Jade condo are all veracious

Bar #467: Raffles Hotel stands indeed on Beach road that used to be a coastal road before reclamation

Bar #491: the words sung are the authentic taglines of the Singapore Tourism Board in 2004 and 2010

Bar #531: IR8E actually designates an income tax form.

Sources

- Singapore Street names, A Study of Toponymics, Victor R Savage and Brenda S A Yeoh, published by Marshall
Cavendish, Singapore 2013

- Nature News, newsletter of the Nature Society (Singapore)

- An essential guide to Singlish, published by Gartbooks, Singapore 2003
- A Dictionary of Singlish and Singapore English, Singapore 2004

- The Coxford Singlish Dictionary, online 2004
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3 3
3 s
3 s
3 3
. |2 : == = == = : E = == E |
t = t t t 1
pizz. R ; R
te ting with the di o o o s
N [alternating with the dizi] = A £ ) ) . # . £ - & £
vin [ ! 1 : - —r =
o mp like a leisured ambulation
[alternating with the zhongruan]  pizz.
| |
via. || S : £ —— [ S i e —
L =: = - i f -
Nrrtr. = & = f = H {
Yet, some time later after crossing the red hair bridge of Ang Mo Kio, I got lost in Kampong Amber. I was so paiseh one. I'engaged in a conversation with an orang biduanda kallang
squatting under a Tampines tree.
1) — : : : : .
si. [=—= ] = : | | | | 3
D2 =
=
y ©
= ——=———=— ———==———w ————
Y 2 ElEd N - RE] Ead v 3 B Ead HEE
s - s r - - - = -~
Acerd
3 g So
@ [alternating with violin 2]
() . ) N .
£ S + £ PR . . P,
7 t t t t f s ¥ 7 f f t t - = + t + ]
Dz | Hes f f f f = t t !
D
J : : S : ; ; : : )
Zhngm. |Hey——2 = " — >~ - 7 + + + + |
& i < = ] I I I I ]
96
) tr
7
FlL1 % x : —r
fo
0
2
FL2 @ 55 z —
e io
) +‘ + °
w1 ([ o J — I
” ’
rp
+ + °
Hen. 2 = 3 : == 3
#
"
0 + o
2
Hm. 3 || Hey —— 3
3 > :
[this motiv: always with the timpani, vla and vic] rp
b gl L (e — &liss.
Tron, 1 [|EE 2 P = pE— 2 2 — ———— ¥
i
re rp
| |
Trbn. 2 || BB - - ——t £ = R — I
rr rr
[this motiv: always with trombone 1, vla and vic]
b. 2 iss, L - &liss,
¥ T = —be I I I I I 3 — y
Tmpn. [ FEE = — = — — i i i = —% —— —
re rp
Tor dm. ||y I I
Bs drm. PP [this motiv: always with the harp and contrabass]
0
i 2 T T T T T T T T ]
Vbphn. - - - ! ! = ! — ——r—¢ —
% ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ —t = |
= £ ES = E
= 1 £ i S 1 1 1 ] E ! |
i I T I 8 I | E— I I I T 1
poP - [this motiv: always with the bass drum and contrabass]
rp
[this motiv of minor seconds: always with woodwind trills]
Po. ] iA ] i i i i i |
I = I I I I I I ]
mf
b S
- . . . . . 5 - .
5 P S . £ 2 , £ & ¢ Z PR S __£
7 + t + - = t t + t t t t s s s + t = - - t s ¥
vin. 1l || s i i ! ! T ! ! ! !
o
[this motiv with trombone 1 and timpani;
always even gliss. on the whole duration
and trem. sul ponticello]
arco sul pont. n sul pont, -
t ; t T
vi || lB=—= = e == — x 3 ——= —— :
= 3 <
a E
[this motiv with trombone 1 and timpani rp rp
always even gliss. on the whole duration oo sul
and trem. sul ponticello] arco 5“;""“ aliss sul pont
2 —=—— 1 n & 5
ve ||EE 3 rz o pa— 2 3 —= i — ¥
!
F4 rp
T arco e
< > A < >
.| |BE ] pa— 2 : — ——— ¥
K = = =
P p— P
Nrrtr. = — e H f f f f {
U do what? He complained: at home No Space to do ar. 1 shrugged: artists are costly cost centres. The orang biduanda kallang read my mind. He complained that
my humour was too cheem.
[Meend]
) ‘ ‘ — ‘ ‘ — ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Sit. % t — T — ; = ! = = = i = I I ]
t — f t f = t f = t = t i
e = i f T
g Fp s F ‘ ‘ S SEPURSNU S S S S S N ‘ ‘
Dz. iﬁ t t t t H T ] ] H t ! 2 = ! f = i t t H T ] |
[alternating with the viola]
5 ; ' — - ; - — ' ; } ; ; e . | | .
Zign, | EEe——a — 2 — = SEE=a———-= == ]
o e = = f — f f — 4 5 = f f
z — z_-
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Tempo giocoso - =160

%
Fl.1 —_— 3
s s %
twen ty Peo -ple S
P 3
= x
twen -ty Peo -ple S
0
2 3
CL2 |Hey £ T N—— + T %
Di AR AL S :;} =
rep
0 —3— 3
7 3
B.ClL | Hey [ R ¢ = 4
o nﬁ‘ TG 7
-~
rrp
[use G valve]
ol
o — e 3
Trbn. 1 || EE —r = — %
i %
P
; o
Trbn. 2 = S 3
%
P
el 'empo giocoso « =160
— J— P
o T f = T T T T e e s e e s T T T T T ]
Tmpn. || EE ——r= e S e S ; ; ; 2 I I I I I ]
t ; t t t t t t t t t t t i
r hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN
Sordrm. | | [0 r rrrs 4
T — %
rr
[tam with triangle beater]
Metal || [ —_— 3
pre. | I S I R R L | 13
S—
0 —_— —
Gieksol. [TEZ e e O e s B | 2}
spl. % %
in-dex SE -VEN
—_— 3
Xiphn. =t
%
0
2 3
Mrmb. | | s P
%
o
hap -pi -ness in -dex SE -VEN
0
2 3
vophn. || s 7
%
Di
g o, E = £ £ . = .
S f = ! = ! = ! = r r e r r r r r y
T | = i H ! B ! B [ i | | B | ] ] ] ] !
t t t t T t t i 27 t t t t t ]
¥ r r r r r r e r r r r r y
Pno. /- + + + + + + 7 + + + + + |
I I I I I I % I I I I I ]
empo giocoso « =160
—_—
n.1| | e e e e %
0
, 2 3
Vin. 11 || s 3
hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN
sul pont. . n
Via. E e e e e e Y T T T = e e e e e e B ] 32
=] i ] = e e e e %
P : hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN
nat.
sul pont. 1n —3—] —3— )
o f Les e 3
ve.||EE T rz i e v o I = 3
: f e - . 2
S ——
P rrp
T
< >
b —— 3
. L 3
K
P hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN
Nt s ey 1 1 1 13 1 1 1 1 1 1
m 1n t farmers use night soi S iser .
Hle complained that farmers use mght soil as fertiliser ., efficient I thought.
for their hydroponic vegetable gardens,
hence the foul smell in Lavender street.
() = =
2 r r r r r r e e e e e e ) r r r r r y
sit. | s 1 1 1 I I I 1 I ] ] ] ] |
I I I I I I I e I I I I I ]
o
hap -pi -ness in -dex SE -VEN
Thl
- TR it
hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN
s S Y O D 2
ron. [T T T T T T T T i | K3 —=r T A P T I o |
L [ [ [ | 1 1 |- I | | \z\ll] \J.Jl_r;'\ 1 H'L‘\;'\J. J._‘";' = &=~ T
hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN mp happily =
0 T T
% : : : : : : Pttt : : : : : !
Gmbs. | Hes ! ! ! ! ! ! ! i 3 ! 1 1 1 1 i
hap -pi -ness in-dex SE -VEN
0
2 r r r r r r e r r r r r y
Acerd. | | Hey + + + + + + p— —t1 + + + + + 1
& I I I I I I s e s | £ I I I I I ]
I
-ness in-dex SE -VEN
0 _— —
oe. | ; ; ; ; ; ; = 1 ] ] ] ] |
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2 r et ——r r r e e— e r r r r r y
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Bsn. 1

Hrn. 2

Hrn. 3

Trbn.

o

Tba.

Snr drm.

Tor drm.
Bs drm.

Mrmb.

Vbphn.

Vla.

Cb.

Nrrtr.

\

Hrn. 1

Hrn. 2

Hrn. 3

Trbn. 1

Xlphn,

Vbphn.

Pno.

Vin. 1

Vin. 1T

Vla.

Ve.

Nrrtr.

Accrd.

@ Tempo primo J=120

AN
o 5

%

N>

5

N>

Y] (@

< 553

53

5

A

it

o

N>

5

o>

5

RN

N>

5

=~ 0000~ 0=

l

El =
7

i
s

M

t
o
be 2%

[this motiv: always with the contrabass]

T3 b . .

@ Tempo primo J=120
J
I

13

=7

| | I ke kd

[this motiv: always with hard mallets]

F=JRTENS

N>

s s s

5

I
P

arco  m ricochet V

@ Tempo primo J=120

*

[this motiv: always with the tuba]

pizz.

N

He asked me if I were anti-establishment.

S
Not Yet 1 thought: Can’t be bothered and 1 quickly chabot.

T T
I arrived in Mr Whampoa’s Garden for a drink, but,
Not So Sure
I could use my Martian dollars instead of bitcoins.

No nid said Mr Whampoa

who had read

my mind.

M
b

]
N

~mel

N

T

f marcato

S

[

Hisv S [| e

I11$v

arco

" % tkg!sb N> t@o §\> akﬁ‘tb vl
o
el
N

My
Mt
My

T$T

Xy

arco

arco

T T
He gave me a bottle of the most good NewestWater, recycled from the annual haze, brought in by the bullock carts via Kreta Ayer street,

from the former Singapore Expo,
on the former Kampong
Padang Terbakar.

I did my best to look impressed.
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How efficient I thought.

Parks are sinking cost centres.

for reservoirs and forests.

No Space

He had already read my mind and advised me to take

the MassRaptorrr Transit until MacRitchie station.

Il
T
1 did not need to ask Mr Whampoa:

bus interchen where?
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My cousin read
Why U So like Dat?

my mind.
He asked me

tahan already ...

Frankly speaking he looked a bit selekeh,

the Cannot make it type,
so cousin kena sai from his boss.

cheapo and kaypoh.

the future
Chartered
Building,
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and bade farewell...
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I wondered if I would stay over
at the Hotel de I’Europe?

bt

Cousin and I told each other to go fly kite

\
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[with horns, sitar, gambus, accordion and zhong ruan]
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