Robert Casteels



© Copyright 2016 by Robert Casteels

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied or reproduced
in any form or any means without prior permission of the composer

ISMN 979-0-9016525-5-2



Avian metamorphoses opus 66 no. 2
on bird calls of species that are extinct in Singapore

Robert Casteels

Full score



Commissioned by the SG50 Secretariat in celebration of Singapore’s Golden Jubilee

First performance on 31-X-2015 in the Botany Centre, Singapore Botanic Gardens

Full score in C

Duration: 8’30”

Instrumentation:

1 piccolo flute

1 clarinet

1 tenor sax doubling on soprano sax

1 tenor trombone

1 88-keys keyboard

2 percussionists (vibraphone with pedal and motor, flexatone, suspended cymbal, whip, high
wood block, 10 tracks of pre-recorded avian sounds and bird calls)

4 high voices

1 violin

1 guitar

1 cello

1 double bass

Programme notes:

Bird Songs opus 66 no. 2 composed in 2015 is the continuation of Bird Songs opus 66 no. 1
which was composed in 2009. Whereas the first series comprised the calls of species that
are threatened with extinction, the second series lists all 39 species of birds that once were
resident on the island of Singapore, but have since 1940 become extinct in Singapore. Opus
66 no. 2 is structured similarly to opus 66 no. 1, that is, a set of 12 variations on a 12-note

row. The two series of Bird Songs can be viewed as an inseparable ensemble, a journey
from artificial imitation (cloned birds) to forceful imprisonment (competition of singing birds
in cages) to semi freedom (dawn chorus in an urban environment) to survival (species
threatened with extinction) to extinction (species that effectively have disappeared in
Singapore). The bird calls of those species extinct in Singapore were recorded in Malaysia
and Indonesia. The premiere of Bird Songs opus 66 no. 2 took place on 31-10-2015 during a
SG50 concert entitled “Celebrating Nature in Singapore” in the frame of the 6™ Asian Bird Fair.



Performance notes:

Opus 66 no. 1 and opus 66 no. 2 can be performed separately or together.

The brass part of opus 66 no. 1 can be played entirely by a tenor trombone.

The voice parts of opus 66 no. 1 and 2 can be sung by any of the following combinations: 2
sopranos and 2 mezzo-sopranos or 2 sopranos and 2 tenors or 2 countertenors and 2 tenors
(with the necessary octaviation)

The string instruments in opus 66 no. 1 can all be acoustic instruments.

The acoustic guitar should play tremolando the long notes which the electric guitar can sustain.

Errata for Bird Songs opus 66 no. 1:

Bar 21, keyboard: 1% pitch should read la natural (not a flat)

Bar 21, violin 1: 3 pitch should read la natural (not a flat)

Bar 82, soprano 1: 3¢9, 4" and 5" pitches should read respectively b, c and g (not g, a flat and g flat)
Bar 120, tape: the track number should read track 6 (and not 7)

Bar 122, 4 voices: sing vowel o of the word “owl” on pitches d flat and c

Bar 123, 4 voices: sing consonants w and | of the word “ow!” on quaver pitch c

Bar 137, tape: the track number should read track 7 (and not 8)

Bar 174, soprano 1, word “sa” is redundant

Bar 190 and 191, guitar: double the part of mezzo-soprano 2

Bar 192 and 193, guitar: double correctly the part of soprano 1

Bar 202, percussion: tape pitch should be notated on top of the line (as in bar 201)

Bar 223, percussion: pitches should be notated on the line (as in bar 221)

Bar 255, keyboard: the lowest pitch in the left hand should read f sharp (= F sharp major chord)
Bar 270, cello: the pitch should read g natural (not g flat)
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