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Otomo Tabito Robert Casteels

for soprano voice,
solo percussion
(glockenspiel, 2 small bongos,
a small suspended triangle and a small suspenadeaty
koto quintet

(three 13-string kotos and two 15-string bass Rotos

Niibori ensemble
(one soprano, two altos, three primes, four baskse=e contrabass and two guitarrones)

opus 88 N°5B
Full score in C (original transposed to fa)

Duration 3'25"

In Praise of Sake is the 7th song of Music fromHbart
a cycle of eight happy songs premiered in 2012.
Each song is set in a different language and
explores different facet of human love.
This song celebrates the love of fine liquor.

After leading an expeditionary force in #shi,
Otomo no Tabito (665 — 731) was appointed Governendsal of Dazaifu in 728.
Most of his poems come from his last years whemdseCouncillor of State in the capital.
Otomo Tabito also wrote in Chinese and was deejfflyenced by Taoist thought.

The poem In Praise of Sake consists of 13 tankas.
‘Tanka’, meaning literally short poem, is a genmneclassical Japanese poetry.
The musical structure follows the 5-7-5-7-7 struetaf a tanka.

By the combined magic of sake, moonlight and saklossom,
the poet’s beloved late wife appears in the forra béavenly nymph.
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@ = 144 It is no use to worry. It seems I'd better drin&up of sake.
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Shi-ru-shi-na-ki Mo-no-o0-mo-wa-zu-wa Hi-to-tsu-ki-no
L5dL L& L 0L H T VEDED
literal translation: avail no, worry not one cup of

\Percussion: glockenspiel, small triangle, small cymbal, 4 wood blocks and 2 small bongos\

suspended
two small small
bongos triangle —_

Sop.
gtr.

Alt.
gtr.

Pr.
gtr.

Bs.

gtr.

Chbs.
gtr./
Gtr.

[ihe




IV
Y/

p—

suddenp

=

sudderf’

=

D)
| A [le)

I
St
L

AI"

A

A4
e
L J

=
v

g | »
o -
e}
o . <
g |14 2|
R = oy
mun ) hiiny mu A =y Y my =y A my
hS D
.0
18 F [w ] N Y L N
1 1 1

-be-
should
!

p
rp
™
rp
?
rp

I
rp
I
rp

S .,
£+
! 4
lym S £ g ~
o ac o o o
+ + o + +
o olie e &0 oo @ 0 ol o
+ + & + +
al al = = L 3 i 5 il N N
oW ® < £ < <
2] 2] )] )]
. P > 2 2 g g
(O] 5 || {11 .
<t 2 Smmxg » = p = = 3 N N
i N S I AR AN AL RNER A
Y o 5 o 3 3 3 3
R S M3 < < < | £ oy 1l [ Y
& SF 2 ] ] ) ) - f f
e o o L L D D acl ~ o
+ 0 +0 o0 @ 0 + +
all 1] all X 1] [ il il
H\ ~
o a
5, ' I I
[} B¢
ZU 5 e i QL i
o o v "N T o o S
N = Ne e N N DY NYe S ™ N
AN A
O - - J IaV ™ — N o < S O 0= %)
— -~ R [2] [%2] o+ = o o = = e
g < <& < g 0 g 0 g ? o <o > w0



A great sage called sake sage in ancient times.

How he was sagacious!
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22 What did the Seven Sages want in ancient times®ihs sake.
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33 @ It is much better to drink in tears rather than faeding to be smart.

Sakashimi-to Mo-noyu-u - yo-ri-wa Sa- ke_ no-mi-te
SMhLAHEE H DL &Y I E—lFT—DH#T
the wise speak than sake drink
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I know no way to mention and no way to do witfilite mosty precious thing seems sake.
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11 | wish | were a sake jar rather than a man so thabuld immerse myself in s@
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How ugly he is! When | watch a person who doeslrink sake and stays sober,
he looks like a monkey!
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Even a priceless treasure can never win a cup devaake. 16

78
Sop.
A-ta-i-naki Ta-ka-ra-to - yu-u-mo Hi-to-tsu-ki-no  Ni-go-re-ru - Sa- ke__ ni-
Hr-WiaE fnnE ARSI ) VEDED SIhd T —IlF—Ic
price no treasure say one cup of unrefined sake
—
T e = TRt = 33
D . | | D D )
Perc. \ = 73 [&y
e o e s S S S — S . S S S p— | S SS——( . S~ S——
p P pP p mp

T I R . S e B |- B e e

e [ o e B — 2B —— S I S—S— {7l S — ;M Y —— > }
kt. 2

Sop.
gtr.

Alt.
gtr.

Pr.
gtr.

Bs.
gtr.

Cbs.

YD Wi ) B0 o D) 1O - D)
gtr./ ) Ot @ o & = o7 @ I & &

Gtr.




17

84

Mo LONH N AN e ey 19 A M 1o
™
I " I I 1 !
|
Ly Almu wy Al lal: ol N N alimy oliny
mm
H 4
H 4
I H 4 ] I I 1 !
Hq
H 4
ages) acee a0 g o age o 0 R ocicd
A‘
A‘
< 1
A‘
1 97 1 I 1 _H 1
A‘
1
4
| g | <
| lq ﬁ
| lq N B
Lm _Hk
~ h l T ~C - ~ v ~e <
A‘
AN P
A‘
Ul ¢ L ~ o~ ~ ~N
A‘
Ul ~ o~ o1 o1 N N
SNA-an - (' [ Ya N W W LY N L YN N N Y N MhN
L. N (Y (18 Y Y (18
I ul Al . l \ el
i A . ) ) Sl
w_ ¢ [wl] (3 Y ' £} . .Tg
. 1L i) Y 4 L1
3 I i ‘ ) i A i
N Sl S Syl Syl o Sl Yo o
= mw mwv < @ mw = N Fy
S O o~ : s N o = <o g€ B = O o 8¢
o 20 [0 = o =] s = =S £
A > N k) o 3 <> ) = (S S&E0 oz

D
nf



18
A jewel shines at night, but drinking sake shingsheart much better.
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101 f Everywhere in this human world, the best amuseseaThs to be drinking in tears.
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@ If I can enjoy this world, | shall become a wormaobird in the next world.
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Things are born and will die at the end anyway,

then, I should enjoy myself in this world.
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Staying silent and sober cannot come close to oiinia tears.
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