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Commissioned and first performed by the Nanyang Collective
conducted by Wong De Li Dedric on 5-IX-2024 in the Esplanade Recital Hall, Singapore

Full score in C
Duration: 22" (depending on the text delivery)
Instrumentation
- Conductor doubling on a pair of finger cymbals at letter X

- Singing and speaking voice (tenor or soprano)
doubling on a pair of finger cymbals at letter X

- Bb clarinet doubling on sither (diatonic with additional c# and bb) and suling
- venu doubling on bansuri and
Hindustani khartal or Carnatic kanjira (bar 41-89)
- alto suona doubling on alto guan, doubling on & (bar 41-89) and a pair of finger cymbals (letter X)
- Bb euphonium doubling on claves (bar 41-89) and a pair of finger cymbals (letter X)
- chromatic accordion doubling on a singing bowl in A at letter Wednesday, 2 October 2024)

- 1 percussionist on snare drum, bass drum, suspended cymbal,
triangle, marimba and vibraphone
(the tubular bells of bar 13 and 467 may either be played or pre-recorded)

- pi pa doubling on a singing bowl in C at letter X

- 1 violin doubling on a handbell in Bb at letter X
- 1 violoncello doubling on a handbell in Db at letter X.

Performance notes

The conductor’s one-line stave contains notes for the conductor.
Double bar lines indicate a change in tempo.
A vertical arrow at the beginning of a bar indicates the downbeat given by the conductor
for that bar without time signature and without tempo.
Three different fermata symbols refer to fermatas of different lengths,
the triangular symbol being the shortest fermata.
Parts contain instrumental cues and text cues.
In their parts, the clarinet sounds a major 2nd lower than notated, the bansuri 8ve lower
than notated and the euphonium a major 9th lower than notated.
The audience should be able to understand all spoken texts.
The pronunciation of the inclusive pronouns is left to the discretion of the tenor.
At bar 430, the singer choses to sing in English or in Mandarin.
From rehearsal letter X, text may be either pre-recorded or projected on a screen.
The allocation of the hand-held instruments at rehearsal letter X is left to the performers' discretion.
The subtitle of the composition indicates that theatrical staging and lighting are important.



Compositional notes for the benefit of the performers

The compositional building blocks of the Tentet opus 142 are as following
(bar numbers show the first occurence):
the heraldic theme (bar 2),
the LGBTQIA+ theme in chordal form (bars 5 to 12) and melodic form (bar 13),
the sighing lament motive (bar 16),
the elegant theme (bar 215),
the inclusive love theme (bar 272),
the compassionate theme (bar 306) and
the compassionate chord (bar 424).

Pitch cf refers to the abusive cis-heteropatriarchy,
the c-d interval to the victimized cis-heteromatriarchy and
whole tones to the homonormative dyad.
The harmonic vocabulary consists in C pedal note, whole-tone scales and chords,
Bb major scale and triad.
The vibraphone is associated with architect A, pi pa with architect B and accordion with architect C.
The rhythmical activity of bars 41 to 89 corresponds to 108 to 135 and to letter X.

Programme notes for the benefit of the audience

Tentet was commissioned by the Nanyang Collective.
The brief for the composition was that it should spotlight gender groups’ relationships
with love and compassion. Tentet is a piece for nine musicians and one voice.
The composition comprises five parts. Suona, euphonium and voice introduce each part.
Two compositional techniques are employed: chromaticism and whole-tone mode.
The tension from dissonance in chromaticism in part one seeks to illustrate
the dynamics between contemporary gender groups.
Gentle whole-tone scale is used for the rest of the parts.
A peaceful waltz in part 2 references special needs.
The narration by the voice in part 3 is an extract of a short story, The Architects,
from This Side of Heaven (2020) by Singaporean poet Cyril Wong.
The narration is the section of the short story about human relationships.
In part 4 a tender melody expresses compassion and empathy.
The final part 5 comprises pre-recorded Al spoken words accompanied by the melody.
The words come from religious texts.
The piece ends with an invitation to embrace love and compassion.



especially dedicated to special human beings

Tentet

Theatrical action for voice and ensemble opus 142
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19 (well balanced chord with prominent vibes in bar 19 as well as

8 prominent marimba in bar 25 and 27)
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Bar 41 to 90: articulate clearly. The expression is more important than the rhythmic accuracy.
Adjust the terrace dynamics so that the audience can understand the pronouns.

Vary the expression: ! mark = to exclaim/ ? mark = to question/ 1 dot . = stating a fact and

3 dots ... = to understand.
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Dynamic: 1 level up to p no cresc.
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Fifteen seconds/ tutti: ff

| Players stand, choose a colleague, shout their pronoun whilst gesticulating hysterically towards their colleague. |

Cnd.

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

Accrd.
#6

B.D.

#7

#8

#9

91$

Conductor turns towards the audience, gesticulates
frantically and spastically to members of the audience,
as if he is taking them to task.
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The calmness of bars 140, 143 and 145
contrasts with the agitation of
bars 141, 142 and 144.
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195 | No specific crotchet grouping in the beating pattern is helpful to all players in bars 195 and 197-199. |
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Tor. r J P heraldic | J |
spch. X ' 1
THREE: Three Architect A

The Architects: P acknowledging gestually
Architects, the vibraphonist with the RH
text
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/N o Lo
Prc. H X z p £
P percussionist acknowledges
the speaker’s invitation
with a sign of the head
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with 2 hands together
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(letters A, B and C should not be said.
Whenever hand movements are involved, RH is reserved for A,
LH for B and both hands together for C)
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[B] Let us return [C] There is subtlety
to gaze upon in its making.
our present handiwork: But when we talk
this one town here, too heatedly,
its surrounding fields, we cause
our sinking garden. the stars to quaver.
If the souls were
to stare up
at the night sky
for too long,
the constellations
might begin
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Furious o= 152
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(caesura)
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396 each has their suffering. Some suffer too much, other too little.
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text #B: He who has let go of hatred,
who treats all beings with kindness and
compassion,

free of the I and mine,

that is the man I love best.
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text #C: Whoever is kind
to the creatures of God
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text #D: In compassion and grace, be like the sun. In concealing others’ faults, be like the night.
For generosity, be like running water, For humility, be like the earth.
Appear as you are. Be as you appear.
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Serene o =30
(perfectly balanced chords without any dynamic variation)
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Lights progressively fade off until complete darkness at letter Y but for the reflection of the screen.
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Each player performs at an independent tempo.
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Listen intently
Listen intently
to the silence

that follows on

your last sound.
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Finally, all of you,
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