THE ORATOR

Concert study for solo violin opus 84 nr 1 [6]

Duo concertante for two violins and electronics opus 84 nr 2 [97]

by Robert Casteels

The violins impersonate both the orator and the crowd during an electoral rally.
The whirl of scales expresses the inner awe of the orator about to address the
crowd as well as the indistinct noise of thousands of waiting women and men. The
crowd swells and surges. The crowd grows impatient. At last the orator clears his
throat and starts his address. What ensues is a dynamic flow between speaker and
listeners. The speaker is in turn emphatic, eloquent, rhetorical, calm and optimistic.
The listeners hammer a slogan of two crochets followed by two quavers, in turn
gloomy, threatening, defiant, persistent, enthusiastic and impassioned. At the end
of the speech, both the orator and the crowd unanimously voice their slogan a final
time.

Violinists Siew Yi Li and Chen Zhangyi premiered 7he Orator opus 84 nr 2 on
15-VII-2012 in the Esplanade Recital Studio, Singapore. The performers used clip
mikes and laid out the score on 5 music stands facing each other in a V-shape.

During the performance of opus 84 nr 2, the audience must be able to hear
simultaneously the sound of the acoustic violins and its transformation in real time.
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(throughout, the Jare a continuous stream of equal notes; the boxes simply indicate the rhythmic ostinato figure)
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Duo concertante for two violins and electronics opus 84 nr 2
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