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Solar piece for gamelan seprangkat,
digital sounds, voice and narrator



Performances notes to BKMH I

Solar piéce for gamelan seprangkar, digital sounds, voice and narrator .

v

Composer: Robert CASTEELS : N
(Singapore January- March 1997) ‘

Dedicated to Bro. Joseph McNally

Duration: 9°
Text: from Charles BAUDELAIRE ("Fleurs du Maf™)

First perfarmanee: June 5, 97/ CHUMES (Singepore) by ASALLE Gamelan
Enscmble led by Ms Joyca Teo and SWARA NAGA led by Dr David Goldswarthy
(97 Festival of Asizn Performing Arts)

Foreword

From the very first { have Heen £ d by the visual beanty and the
postic inspiration of thegametarLAlter {8 months of incubation [quietly listening to
the unfolding sounds of the. gameld ble at LASALLE-SIA colfege of the arts as
well 2¢ stxdying the jes and mechanics of gamefen.nmsic] | dare to approach this
highly refined art with all due respect. The resuit bas taken z very peculiar path like “a
sculptor being guided by ths grain of the wood™ (McNally),

Compositionsl notes
<This piece can be divided i 2 ##fa followed by a gumelar (ceatral part in mirror
farm) 2ad & contracted coda with a suwuk gropak.
~The gutra of nineteen beats has ils strong beats either on {,4,8,11 and 15, cither in
the recurrent version on 1,6,10,13 and 17,
Kerongan and gongan are irreguler .
R A e
~Thasix Gong wid tert Kenorig piny xcolotomiv rele,
Tumbuk nem is the pivowat pitch betweea Pelog and Slendro pathet. -
(Anothec version of the piece will bemade incase & gamelan set with another fmbik

will bs used),
Notation .
-A combination of k2fipakan and westsm motaden is used:

Slendro:’  TRYm= o=

Pelog: 5?— 0.0 a.;”

. o
T<¢Ss ¥y 2

~Symbois:

i means octave higher -

* means octave lower

£ wmeans ceceyun
{= means quater-note rest for tha cest of the gama
e means damp

w means let vibrate

Bvesything written must be played loco and will sound at the right octave
eccordingly .o

Stems dawn indicate left hand percussion strokes

-Stems up indicate right hand percussion strokes.

Performance notes

The piece is to be performed without condactor (in the suropean sense of the word)
-Tempo markings are to be observed with aceuracy

-Amplification of rebab, sullng, narmtot and singer skould be kept to 4 minimum
-Number of petformers: minimum nincteen .

-Seating pasition: narmal (voice, rarmator and Proteus player should be visually

unobtrusive)
Proteus is 1 mult-Gnbral digital sound module (E-mu Systems]

.z_‘:___lmeui F“Kq@@%ﬁsﬁﬂ‘{w

(19 = the octave Is divided into ainetaan equal intervals; the written pitch
correspands to the cacert pitch of LASALLEs gomelar, when ather gamelare ssts are
being used, the writien pitches of the Proteus should be changed sccording to the noa
equidisiant intervals of the gamelan, ’

~The keyboard should be equipped with a crestendo pedad and have st feast the
following range: - .

{lebab (Slendro and Pelag)
Jhrez Sufing (Barang and bem with 4/ Slendra) -
~The incantational “Berlayar ke Mera Ruri™ (= "Set sail to the Sun") should fave an
unpolished asexual quafity of voice
_Gender (Pelag, hem and Slendro) + Slenthem = cight instuments
(2 hemmers for panerus, 3 far barumg, 2 for slenthem are necessuy)
Bonarg (paners, banumg! slenthem)
{3 hammers for cach) .
Sarit (derung, barung, paneris)
(3 hammers for each) .
~Ta avoid confusion, gong are clearly indicated Grom lowto high:
gong avem, siyem $ , siyem ¥, .

English transtation of texts by BAUDELAIRE

Qublid qur lr.canta et dant Lhumeur fironche
Ne chante qu’aux raysos du soleil qui se couche™

an ald Sphinx unknown tg the uncaring world,
forgotten on the mip, and whose grim humour is to sing
is to sing only {n the rays of the setting sun.

“C"est grlce aux 2stres nog parcils
Qui tout au fond du ciel flamboient,
Quo mies yeux consumes ae voient
Qus des souvenirs do soleil”
It is thanks to the incomparable stars
which blaze in the sky's remoctest depths,
that my burnt-out eye sees nothing but
memories of suas.
“La gloire du soleil sur la mer dolette,
La gloire des cités dans le soteil couchant,
Allumaient dans nos cosurs une ardeur inquicte
De ploager dans ua ciel au reflet lléchant)
The glory of the suniight on the violet sea,
the girias of cities in the declining sua,
kindiad an unquiet loaging in our hearts,
to plunge inte the ailuring reflection of the sky.
“ §*ai seati, comme une ironieTe soleil dzchirer mon seia;”
{ felt the sunshine like an iraony
wound ay breast, *
“Comme un soleil conchan duns un ciel nébulenx”
Like 3 setting sun's fire
in a clouded sky.
“Le saleil a nairct 1z famme des bougiess ™
1ne sun has blackened the candle-~flames;
“L* delat de ce soleil dun crSpe se voila, !
The 1ight of that sun
was vailed with crape,

“Laso(cus'mmye'd:ns:mmgquiu Gge..

The sun has drowned
in {ts congealing bicad.

“La froide cruaats da ce toleil ds glace™
Tha chill cruelty of this Sum of Ice

“Etcomine lo soleil dans son enfer polaire;

“3nd ‘like the sun ia its artic hell.
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