


Celebratory spatial Fanfare ‘“Hui Rao”

Foreword to the full score (with corrections as per 22.01.03).

“Hui Rao” was composed in October 2001 for the launch of the World
Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (Singapore). The composition
last 8 minutes is scored for sixteen hornists and seven percussion players
without conductor.

If an un-conducted situation proves to be too difficult, each performer could
hear the counting of beats through a single wireless headset. The mode of
transmission could be via infrared, AM radio waves, VHF waves or UHF
waves.

The music is energetic and fast. Sixteen horn players and four percussionists
play standing in a large circle and surround the audience with a whirl of sound:
hence the title (translated literally as ‘sound surrounding’).

In the middle of the audience area, two solo percussionists engage in a lively
dialogue with the circle of standing players.

The bang zi player is the aural master of ceremony. While playing, he completes
a whole circle from the initial stroke to the final stroke on the deep tam. The
relentless pulse of the bang zi player replaces the conductor.

The entire composition is based on the literal transposition of the acronym
WASBE: letter W corresponds to a suspended cymbal sound, letters AS to pitch
a flat, letter B to pitch B and letter E to pitch E. The whole tone melody and
glissandi refer to Chinese music. From the melody are deduced a limited
number of Western harmonies. The structure of the piece is very much inspired
by the way Indian and Gamelan music develop motivic material.

Percussion instruments not to be replaced by Western instruments.

Choice of the two endings is at the discretion of the performers.

©Robert Casteels, Singapore 2003
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