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Foreword

This symphony was commissioned to celebrate the centenary of National University

of Singapore, with a grant from the Shaw Foundation.

The Chinese strings and percussion, tabla, gamelan, organ and western instruments
reflect the many colours of the National University of Singapore. The music speaks
at three levels: as a narrative symphonic poem, an abstract academic composition

and lastly, as a lyrical piece of music.

The symphony draws its inspiration from people, nature and heritage. Moulded in
classical forms, mathematical proportions are based on the figure hundred. After
the 100-second-long joyous overture that presents all ten themes, each movement
corresponds to one historical period in the university’s development. The coda

ventures into the next 100 years.

The first performance of the ‘Centennial Symphony’ took place during the Centennial
Dinner on 2-7-2005 with Guest-of-Honour SM Goh Chok Tong, in the presence
of delegates of The Association of American Universities and the Association of
Pacific Rim Universities. The second performance took place on the newly renovated
Shaw Foundation Symphony stage of the Botanic Garden on 21-8-2005. Both

performances were conducted by the composer.

The ‘Centennial Symphony’ is recorded on a commemorative compact disk.
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Instrumentation

Piccolo flute (doubling on flute 3), 2 Flutes (Flute 1 doubling on Japanese ryuteki
and Chinese bang di), 2 Oboes, Cor Anglais (in F), Piccolo clarinet (in E flat), 2

Clarinets (in B flat), Bass clarinet (in B flat), 2 Bassoons, Contrabassoon;

6 Horns (in F), 4 Trumpets (in B flat) (trumpet 1 doubling ad libitum on piccolo

trumpet and trumpet 4 ad libitum), 3 Tenor trombones, Bass trombone, Tuba;

Timpani, 9 Percussion [tabla in d sharp and dhamba in g/ high and low bang zi/ 5
temple blocks/ 5 bongos and 2 congas tuned a tritone apart/ snare drum/ bass drum/
1 saron panerus pelog/ 2 saron barung pelog/ 2 saron demung pelog/ 1 slentoh
pelog/ 5 suspended cymbals/ triangle, crash cymbals, tambourine/ high and low
tam/ glockenspiel/ xylophone/ vibraphone/ marimba and tubular bells];

Harp, Organ, Pre-recorded tape;
Chromatic yang qin, Pipa, 4 Gao hu, 4 Er hu, 4 Zhong hu;

Western strings (12 - 10 - 8 - 8 - 8).



Performance notes

The symphony may be performed in the following form: overture only, movements

1 to 6, in its entirety.

Duration of movements 1 to 6: 30 mins.

The percussion instruments require at least 7 players.
Pipa and yang qin parts may be doubled.

The seating position of the Chinese strings is left to the discretion of the

performers.
In the Chinese parts, 1 = C.

Used in Gagaku, the ryuteki is a non tempered 40 cm Japanese flute with 7 finger
holes.

Pelog gamelan instruments may be replaced by Slendro gamelan instruments.
Bass clarinet and contrabassoon sound octave lower.

Piccolo flute and xylophone sound octave higher.

Glockenspiel sounds 2 octaves higher.

Observance of specific octaviation as indicated is important in the organ part.

At rehearsal letter E of the fugato, the intended cluster of the gamelan instrument

may be replaced by brake drums.



Percussion parts may be allocated in the following way:

Movement I : Overture

Player Instruments
1 Xylophone, High Bang zi
2 Vibraphone
3 Marimba, Triangle
4 Glockenspiel
5 Suspended Cymbals, mounted Tambourine, Snare Drum
6 Bongos, Congas
7 Bass Drum, High Tam, Crash Cymbals
8 Temple Blocks
9 Timpani
10 Gamelan, Bang zi

Movement II : Passacaglia

Player Instruments
1 Chimes
2 Vibraphone
3 Marimba
A Glockenspiel
5 Timpani

Movement III : Fugato

Player Instruments
1 Xylophone
2 Vibraphone, Glockenspiel
3 Marimba, Bang Zi
4 Temple Blocks, Bongos, Congas
5 Triangle, Tambourine
6 Suspended Cymbeals
7 Bass Drum, Tam-Tam
8 Chimes
9 Timpani
10 Gamelan, War sirens



Movement IV : Rondo

Player

[nstruments

1

O 00 N O\ N N

[u—
e

Xylophone, Snare Drum

Chimes, Vibraphone

Marimba, Suspended Cymbals

Temple Block

Bongos, Congas

Bang Zi

Bass Drum

Snare Drum

Timpani, Glockenspiel (placed next to Timpani)
Gamelan

Movement V : Scherzo

Player Instruments
1 Glockenspiel
2 Xylophone
3 Chimes, Vibraphone
4 Temple Block
5 Suspended Cymbals, Snare Drum
6 Triangle, Tambourine
7 Timpani

Movement VI : Finale

Player Instruments
1 Glockenspiel
2 Chimes, Vibraphone, Triangle, Tambourine
3 Marimba
4 Xylophone, Crash Cymbals
5 Suspended Cymbeals
6 Bongos, Congas
7 Temple Blocks
8 Bass Drum, Tam-Tam
9 Timpani
10 Wind Machine, Snare Drum, mounted Bang Zi
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